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- Penticton H

he hot, dry Ukanagan summer may be about l.o
dalm mnm
hnd

he aulnf watet-by SQD%:W i
Johnston said
And that has mmmuni!:fdfr:lals evelngwmr allocated
for preservation of fish habitat in Trout Creck and tighter
controls on agricultural water consumption,
Summerland council has also approved increased

This would enable the municipality to order people to con-
sume less water and even shut off water if they don’t comply.
“We've got to make it through the growing season and we

can't allow our homes not to have any water.”
Theentmz Okanagan Valley is experiencing one of its dri-

The municipality has acquired a portable mmzring de—
ﬂw to accurately determine water consumption by

growers,
‘Wer?nmminmiﬂng the fact that we have to get the agri-
tural consumption down by 20 to 25 per cent,” Johnston
said. “Based on the measurements that have been done al-
ready, there's a number of abusers that are taking four or
five times the amount of water they should be."

Meanwhile, the district also wants to utilize the l! mieet
of water the municipality must release
‘voirs into Trout Creek to preserve trout hahim umm‘ feder-
al fisheries regulations. One acre-foot is equal to 217,000 gal-
lons of water.

Johnston said although this would cause the lower part of
the creek to dry up, the municipality has offered to restock -
the fish supply mth young fish reared at the provincial gov-
cmmenl 's Summerland trout hatchery.

team meeting was held Tuesday
Okmagan-(:oq MP Stockwel
Okanagan -Westside MLA Rick Thorpe. Both! have promised

to hels
Day said Wednesday he contacted federal Fisheries
eruster Rubertofmlbnult. who promised to look into the pos-

dbjtiestic water restrictions. In addltmn to the .M..,

already in place,
‘no lawri or garden ing K
.18 permitted between 9am [l summerland

and 7 pn.

hﬁm‘ﬁm waterwse wil - coutld run out of
closely monitored.

+Johnston said although many :’a“ter by this

growers are conscientious all, sa;

about their water consump- »'8ays mayor

tion, some are

“We're going to have to go after the abusers,” he said.
“We're going through 30 million galiens per day, and half the
community is not watering at all.

Johnston said Summerland is in a water supply crisis. At
current eonsumption rates, it could run out of water in its
upper reservoirs by mid- Seplember

“It's a erisis and the next step is an emergency,

“Ultimately, the mayor does have the power wdedare
tn’_g\aer(geq-lcy and :l'aluheﬂcmrsnm there to do so, I'll do

Climate in Peril

A popular guide to the latest IPCC reports

A 15 Jiby Gaall G gl
550000

heries water for community use, al-
tlmugh he could not guarantee approval at-this time.

'We're asking for common sense and acceptance of a plan
that will save the agricultural community and look at actual-
ly enhancing the fish population,” Day said. *

Johnston said the fisheries department has stated approval
can't be given without a study, whichcould take up to six
‘months to complete. Summerland simply doesn’t have that
long, he said.

Another option calls for pumping water from Okanagan
[ake to allow it to run back down the creek. The Penticton

ian band has suggested restoring fish habitat on Shingle
Oreek through the reserve, since Trout Creek historically
has oceastonally dried up in the summer.

. Fisheries officials could not be reached for comment
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